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UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 & § 1.98 



S I R: 



In conformance with Applicants' duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 
and § 1.97(b)(3), the references listed on the attached form PTO-1449 are hereby 
brought to the Examiner's attention. 

Five of the references were cited in the International Search Report of the 
corresponding PCT/US0 1/26398. Copies of these references and Search Report 
are enclosed. The remaining references have been considered in U.S. Application 
No. 09/553,234 (now patent no. 6,233,776 B1) of which this is a CIP. 

It is respectfully requested that the information be expressly considered 
during the prosecution of this application, and that the references be made of record 
therein and appear in the "references cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Date: 10 July 2002 




William E. Curry 
(Reg. No. 43,572) 
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Examiner 
Initial 



Patent 
Number 

4,107,811 
2,254,830 
2,843,868 
2,919,456 
3,078,490 
3,038,393 
3,141,522 
3,183,116 
3,400,421 
3,435,481 
3,501,797 
3,517,407 
3,578,738 
3,663,980 
3,665,543 
3,696,459 
3,699,926 
3,717,897 
3,785,102 
3,886,620 
3,906,578 
3,909,996 
4,107,811 
4,143,194 



Atty Docket No. 
Serial No. 
Inventors 
Filed 

Group Art Unit 
Examiner 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Patent 
Date 

08/22/78 

09/1941 

07/1958 

01/1960 

02/1 963 

04/1 963 

07/1964 

05/1965 

09/1968 

04/1969 

03/1970 

06/1970 

05/1971 

05/1972 

05/1972 

10/1972 

10/1972 

02/1973 

01/1974 

06/1975 

09/1975 

10/1975 

08/1978 

03/1979 



Name 



IMSANDE 

SCHLOSS 

BORGSTRON 

SPIVEY 

ETCHER 

NAPPI 

FITZPATRICK 

SCHAAR 

NAPPI 

KESSLER 

NAPPI 

WYANT 

HUGHES 

CONKLIN 

NAPPI 

KUCERA et al. 

STOCKI 

AMOS et al. 

AMOS 

MILLER 

HUBER 

ETTLINGER, Jr. 

IMSANDE 

WIHKSNE 



10551/213 

09/935,672 

Ronald D. Blum et al 

24 August 2001 

1744 



Class/ Filing 
Subclass Date 



15/215 

4/185 

15/215 

15/215 

15/216 

15/215 

1 84/1 06 



15/215 
15/215 
15/215 
15/215 
15/215 
15/215 
15/215 
15/104.92 
15/215 
15/215 
1 5/1 73 
15/217 
15/104.002 
et al 52/1 77 
15/215 
428/81 




EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with 
MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include 
copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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Examiner 
Initial 



Patent 
Number 

4,328,275 
4,353,944 
4,421,809 
4,435,451 
4,439,474 
4,482,593 
4,484,250 
4,559,250 
4,564,546 
4,609,580 
4,614,679 
4,707,895 
4,720,789 
4,798,754 
4,822,669 
4,917,975 
4,959,265 
5,018,235 
5,071,628 
5,142,733 
5,204,159 
5,293,660 
5,335,788 
5,344,693 
5,461,748 
5,500,267 
5,556,685 



Atty Docket No. 
Serial No. 
Inventors 
Filed 

Group Art Unit 
Examiner 



10551/321 

10/074,026 

Ronald D. Blum et al 

14 February 2002 

2641 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Patent 
Date 

05/1 982 
1 0/1 982 
12/1983 
03/1 984 
03/1 984 
11/1984 
11/1984 
12/1985 
01/1986 
09/1 986 
09/1 986 
11/1987 
01/1988 
01/1989 
04/1 989 
04/1 990 
09/1 990 
05/1991 
12/1991 
09/1 992 
04/1 993 
03/1 994 
08/1 994 
09/1 994 
1 0/1 995 
03/1996 
09/1996 



Name 



Class/ Filing 
Subclass Date 



VARGO 
TARUI 
BISH et al. 
NEUBERT 
SAG EL 
SAGEL et al. 
RZEPECKI et al. 
PAIGE 
JONES 

ROCKETT et al. 
FARRINGTON, Jr. 
LANG 

HECTOR et al. 

TOMEK 

ROGA 

De GUZMAN 
WOOD 

STAMATIOU et al. 

ALAZET 

MOGEL 

TAN 

PARK 

BEASLEY et al. 
SANDERS 
KOIDUKA 
CANNING 
SWICEGOOD, Jr. 



428/256 

428/74 

428/90 

128/15 

428/90 

428/90 

361/220 

428/40 

428/40 

428/1 98 

428/1 38 

28/107 

364/410 

428/74 

15/215 

428/81 

428/1 20 

15/215 

422/292 

15/215 

15/215 

1 5/1 60 

206/554 

428/40.1 

15/215 

15/215 

428/95 
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1* 
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EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with 
MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include 
copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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Atty Docket No. 
Serial No. 
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Filed 

Group Art Unit 
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



10551/321 

10/074,026 

Ronald D. Blum et al 

14 February 2002 

2641 



Patent 
Number 

5,562,580 
5,589,246 
5,658,637 
5,815,995 
5,826,874 
5,839,976 



Patent 
Date 

10/1996 
12/1996 
08/1 997 
1 0/1 998 
1 0/1 998 
11/1998 



Name 



Class/ Filing 
Subclass Date 



BEASLEY et al 
CALHOUN 
VOLZ 
ADAM 

TEITELL et al. 
DARR 



493/94 

428/120 

428/95 

15/215 

473/225 

473/414 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Document 




Number Date 


Country 


2001-306096 02/11/01 


Japan 


2000-322009 1 1 /24/00 


Japan 


11-109901 04/23/99 


Japan 


08-239988 09/1 7/96 


Japan 


26 39 289 03/02/78 


Germany 


0 009 891 A1 04/1980 


EP 


2 054 369 02/18/81 


Great Britain 


0 188 005 B2 07/1986 


EP 


0 199 537 B1 10/1986 


EP 


0 202 846 B1 11/1986 


EP 


0 353 139 01/1990 


EP 


0 365 869 A1 05/1990 


EP 


0 448 768 A1 10/1991 


EP 


0 514 191 A1 11/1992 


EP 



Class/ Translation 
Subclass Yes No 



X 
X 
X 
X 



N/A 




A47G/27/02 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with 
MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include 
copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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10551/321 

1 0/074,026 

Ronald D. Blum et al 

14 February 2002 

2641 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Document 
Number 



Date 



0 554 641 A1 08/1993 
0 573 277 A1 12/1993 
2 268 399 01/1994 
0 624 125 B1 11/1994 
0 624 681 A2 11/1994 
0 648 834 A1 04/1995 
0 751 213 A1 01/1997 
0 794 244 A1 09/1997 
0 839 900 A1 05/1998 
0 895 745 A1 02/1999 
0 971 064 A2 01/2000 
406090891 04/1994 
10057728A 03/1998 
9108701 06/1991 
WO 00/0781 1 2/2000 
WO 00/1 6682 3/2000 
WO 00/19871 4/2000 
WO 00/29209 5/2000 
W096/38298 1 2/05/96 
WO00/65980 11/09/00 
2 761 255 1 0/02/98 



Country 

EP 
EP 

Great Britain 

EP 

EP 

EP 



EP 

EP 

EP 

EP 

JP 

JP 

WO 

WO 

WO 

WO 

WO 

PCT/US 
PCT/US 
France 



Class/ Translation 
Subclass Yes No 



A47L/23/26 



N/A 



D06 N/7/00 
C11D/1/83 
C1 1 D/E/20 
C11D/1/83 
C1 1 D/E/00 
A47L/23/24 

15/215 

B01D/39/16 

15/215 




N/A 
N/A 
ABS. 
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DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with 
MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include 
copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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OTHER DOCUMENTS 

(Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



Advertising Materials For Alma (Advanced Laminated Material 
Applications, Inc.), CleanStep Contamination Control Mat. 12 pages, 
1999. 

Protective Products Advertisement. 
Sole-Parmer Advertisement. 



4. 3m Clean-Walk Mat., 5800 Series, Technical Data, July 1995. 



PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN, Vol. 1998, No. 1, 30 April 1998 
& JP 09 253023 A (DAIKEN IKI KK), 30 September 1997 

PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN, Vol. 1998, No. 5, 30 April 1998 
& JP 10 001646 A (NITTO DENKO CORP), 6 January 1998 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with 
MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include 
copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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